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DataMgr 2.1 is now in beta. Aside from fixing one or two small bugs, nothing has changed from the
Alpha release.

It take this as a pretty good sign as I changed a fair bit of the inner workings of DataMgr in order to
achieve the new features of 2.1. It has been running on several live sites for a few days now without
any problems.

There is one new feature that I forgot to mention in my post about the alpha release. I have removed
the restriction that the field names in a join table must match the associated fields in each table that
it is joining (resolving bug #2). 

A feature that I mentioned in the alpha, but bears mentioning again is the custom relation type. I have
already gotten a good deal of mileage from this feature in the weeks since I released the Alpha of 2.1.

The tells DataMgr to include the results of a SQL statement (processed as a subquery) as a column in
the resultset for a table. DataMgr will allow you to include it as a column and you can also filter by
the value resulting from the SQL statement.

This basically allows you to create any kind of relation field that you want - including relationships
that are much more complex than the ones built-into DataMgr.

The advantage of this is that it allows you to define a complex relationship in one place and then use
it throughout your application without worrying about the complexities of the underlying logic.

This continues one of the main ideas of DataMgr - that it allows you to interact with the database as
though it were set up to handle data in just the way you want it to.

If you have time, download DataMgr 2.1 Beta. It should be pretty stable, but let me know if you run
into any problems. 
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